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NEVER TRIP
AUXILIARY DRAIN 
VALVE ASSEMBLY

Stock Number: 1000020

Potter Electric Signal Company, LLC • St.  Louis,  MO • Phone: 866-956-0988/Canada: 888-882-1833 • www.pottersignal.com

Service Pressure:    175 PSI
Valve body:  Galvanized steel
Collection chambers:  Galvanized Steel
Handle:  Chrome plated steel
Connection and drain:  1” NPT

General Information

 The Potter Never-Trip auxiliary drain replaces the old conven-
tional drum drip. The Never-Trip is a completely assembled 
and tested compact valve and collection chamber assembly that 
conforms to NFPA 13 requirements for auxiliary drains for dry 
pipe and preaction systems. 

The Never-Trip prevents accidental trips of dry pipe and preac-
tion systems and eliminates the cost associated with resetting 
these systems.

With the handle in the COLLECT position the collection 
chambers are connected to the system through the valve and 
any water or condensate will fl ow directly into the collection 
chambers. The drain is isolated from the collection chambers 
when the handle is in the COLLECT position.

As the handle is moved from COLLECT to DRAIN, the col-
lection chambers are isolated from the system before they are 
connected to the drain through the valve.

At no point is the drain directly connected to the system. The 
system cannot be tripped by moving the handle to any position. 
The plug is used only because it is an NFPA requirement.

Installation (see Fig 1)

Remove the protective cap from the inlet and attach the 1. 
inlet to the 1” pipe from the system. 
The base of the valve marked DRAIN must point directly 2. 
down towards the fl oor.
After connecting the Never-Trip to the system make sure 3. 
the handle is pointing up in the COLLECT position.

The location and quantity of auxiliary drains shall be • 
determined by the engineer of record or other qualifi ed 
responsible party.

Use pipe thread sealant or DTFE tape. Take care to not get • 
pipe sealant or tape inside the valve body.

Make sure any chips, debris or burrs are removed from the • 
system pipe.

If installation space is restricted, the collection chambers • 
can be removed from the valve body and replaced after 
the installation of the valve.

Fig. 1: Handle in Collect Position

System 
Drop Leg

Drain

Inlet
Sight Glass

Handle Up

k Number: 1000020



MFG. #5400988 - REV A-1
9/09

PRINTED IN U.S.A. PAGE 2 OF 2

NEVER TRIP
AUXILIARY DRAIN 
VALVE ASSEMBLY

Operation (see Fig 1)
In the normal or COLLECT mode the handle of the Never-Trip 
is pointing up and the word COLLECT is visible through the 
hole at the bottom of the valve handle. 

The Never-Trip has a sight glass to allow a visual inspection of 
the collection chamber to determine if condensate has reached 
a level requiring the device to be drained.
To drain the Never-Trip: 

Place a bucket (or other receptacle) under the drain plug to 1. 
capture the drain water. 

Remove the plug.2. 

Slowly move the handle from the up position to the down 3. 
position. The word DRAIN will be visible through the 
hole in the handle. (See Fig. 2)

After the water stops coming out of the drain, move the 4. 
handle back up to the COLLECT position. If there is more 
condensate it will fl ow into the collection chambers.

Wait a minute, and move the handle back down to the 5. 
DRAIN position.

Repeat steps 4 and 5 until no more water discharges from 6. 
the drain.

Move the handle up to the COLLECT position.7. 

Replace the plug.8. 

The condensate may splash while draining.

Fig. 2: Handle in Drain Position

Failure to return the handle back up to the COLLECT 
position can result in water freezing and damaging the pipe 
in cold weather
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